308                            STRESEMANN

Young, with whom he was on excellent terms.
Parker Gilbert exerted all his influence to induce his
most authoritative fellow-countrymen to take part in
the Conference, and to ensure that they should play
'the leading role.

When his report appeared in December it con-
firmed all the confidential reports, and indeed the
picture it presented was even more definite and en-
couraging than the expected rosy description of the
German industrial position. In these circumstances
a speedy settlement was clearly indicated, and seemed
more than ever in Germany's interests. Stresemann
watched developments with a mixture of scepticism
and impatience.

He had returned to Berlin in the late autumn. He
had so far recovered as to be able to resume his official
duties. But he had to husband his strength with the
greatest care; the light of his existence was burning
like a dimmed lamp in a sick chamber. For him, who
felt so bitterly the failure of his physical organism,
every delay on the way to the goal was a torture. He
was agonised by every hitch in the preliminaries to the
Conference, because he was afraid that his strength
would not hold out. At the same time his instinct
revolted against a settlement that he felt to be pre-
mature. He was not conversant enough with Repara-
tions questions to be able to find suitable arguments
with which to reply to his advisers. Lord d'Abernon,
with whom he still kept in very close touch, confirmed
him in his scepticism. That eminent connoisseur of
the Reparations problem considered that the time had
not yet come for a solution. " It is still much too
soon," he said significantly, just as he had previously